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Abstract

This anthropological study investigates the structural and functional transformations of marriage
strategies within Haret En Naameh, a coastal Lebanese "borderland community" characterized by
intense demographic and geopolitical intersections. Spanning three generations (1950-2022), the
research examines how the institution of marriage evolved from a "defensive mechanism" aimed at
preserving land ownership and lineage purity among original families (Generation I), into an
"offensive/integrative mechanism" designed to assimilate the political and economic capital of
incoming groups—namely Palestinians, Bedouin tribes, and Syrians—in subsequent generations.
Based on longitudinal ethnographic fieldwork, deep interviews, and a statistical analysis of 410
marriage cases, the study argues that the shift from endogamy (cousin marriage) to exogamy
(intermarriage) was not merely a byproduct of modernization, but a calculated response to existential
crises. The findings reveal that marriage functioned as a political alliance with the "ideological ally"
(Palestinian fighters) during the Civil War (Generation II), and later transformed into a pragmatic
exchange of "spatial legitimacy" for "economic security" with wealthy migrants in the post-war era
(Generation II). The study concludes that opening the community's symbolic boundaries to the
"Other" did not lead to the dissolution of local identity; rather, it generated a resilient "hybrid
identity" that ensured the community's survival by converting "strangers" into "kin" and recycling
social capital.
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